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Northland Reliability Project
MCE #: 2023-00324

Formal Natural Heritage Review - Cover Page
See next page for results of review. A draft watermark means the project details
have not been finalized and the results are not official.

 Northland Reliability Project

 HDR Engineering
 Utilities, Transmission (electric, cable, phone)

 Tree Removal;Wetland impacts (e.g., discharge, runoff, sedimentation, fill,
excavation);Other

 T0 R0 S0, T136 R26 S10, T136 R26 S11, T136 R26 S15, T136 R26 S16, T136 R26 S17, T136 R26
S19, T136 R26 S2, T136 R26 S20, T136 R26 S21, T136 R26 S29, T136 R26 S3 +

 Aitkin, Benton, Crow Wing, Itasca, Morrison, Sherburne
 Central, Northeast

 PUC Site or Route Application
 Great River Energy and Minnesota Power are developing the Northland Reliability

Project (NRP). NRP is a new double-circuit 345kV transmission line from ...
 Existing land use of the project site consists of a majority of Deciduous Forest-Areas

in the northern half of the project, and Cultivated Crops and Pasture/Hay ...
 There is minimal potential for the displacement of wildlife and loss of

habitat from construction of the proposed Project. Wildlife that inhabit natural ...

 Hydrologic features located within the proposed Project Route, include wetlands,
lakes, rivers and floodplains. The proposed Project Route lies within ...

 The Applicants do not anticipate impacts to groundwater in the Project
area. Structure foundations will generally range from 25 feet to 60 feet in depth. ...

 No
 No

No Comments No Further Review Required
Needs Further
Review

Potential RNC - Will Require Consultation
MBS Sites - Recommendations
Local Conservation Value - Comment
NPCs - Recommendations
Old Growth Forests - Recommendations
Lakes - Recommendations
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Northland Reliability Project
MCE #: 2023-00324

Needs Further
Review

State-protected Species in Vicinity

Comments Recommendations

Needs Further
Review

NLEB - Recommendations
Visit IPaC for Federal Review
NLEB - Needs Further Review

5/12/2023 01:54 PM
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Northland Reliability Project
MCE #: 2023-00324

May 12, 2023

 Northland Reliability Project
 HDR Engineering

 Utilities, Transmission (electric, cable, phone)
 MCE #2023-00324

As requested, the above project has undergone an automated review for potential impacts to rare features.
Based on this review, one or more rare features may be impacted by the proposed project and further
review by the Natural Heritage Review Team is needed. You will receive a separate notification email when
the review process is complete and the Natural Heritage Review letter has been posted.

Please refer to the table on the cover page of this report for a summary of potential impacts to rare features.
For additional information or planning purposes, use the Explore Page in Minnesota Conservation Explorer
to view the potentially impacted rare features or to create a Conservation Planning Report for the proposed
project.

If you have additional information to help resolve the potential impacts listed in the summary results, please
attach related project documentation in the Edit Details tab of the Project page. Relevant information
includes, but is not limited to, additional project details, completed habitat assessments, or survey results.
This additional information will be considered during the project review.
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Appendix R 
Page 5 of 219 

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416 
Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415

PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
TRADE SECRET DATA EXCISED

verkod
Sticky Note
None set by verkod

verkod
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by verkod

verkod
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by verkod



Northland Reliability Project
MCE #: 2023-00324
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Rabbit Lake
Chippewa
Reservation

Gull Lake
Chippewa

Reservation

Pokegama (Pokagomon)
Lake Mississippi

Chippewa Reservation

PROJECT SUBSTATIONS
CUYUNA SERIES
COMPENSATION STATION
BIG OAKS SUBSTATION
AREA
PROPOSED ROUTE

COUNTY BOUNDARY

CURRENT TRIBAL LANDS
HISTORIC RESERVATIONS
NEAR PROPOSED PROJECT
ROUTE
1837 CEDED OJIBWE
TERRITORY
1837 CEDED DAKOTA
TERRITORY
1851 CEDED DAKOTA
TERRITORY
1854 CEDED OJIBWE
TERRITORY
1855 CEDED OJIBWE
TERRITORY
1847 CEDED OJIBWE
TERRITORY
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SUBSTATION SITING AREA
PROPOSED ROUTE
PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY
PROPOSED CENTERLINE

PROJECT SUBSTATION

EXISTING SUBSTATIONS

COUNTY BOUNDARY

TOWNSHIP BOUNDARY
EXISTING TRANSMISSION

69 KV
115 KV
230 KV
345 KV AND ABOVE
PIPELINE
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCE
UNRECORDED HISTORIC
CEMETERY
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Inventory No Property Name Property Type National Register
Status

AK HLC 019 Hill City Rest Area Road rest area Not evaluated

AK HLK 001 Quadna Mountain Landscape Not evaluated

AK MCV 002 Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated

AK MCV 003 St. James Catholic Church Church Not evaluated

AK MCV 004 United Methodist Church Church Not evaluated

AK MCV 005 Earl Heath House (Razed) Residence Not evaluated

AK MCV 006 Swatara Consolidated School School Not evaluated

AK MCV 007 First National Bank of Swatara and Store Bank Not evaluated

AK MCV 008 Heath Brothers Store Commercial
building

Not evaluated

AK MCV 009 Frank Trepanier’s General Store and Swatara
Hotel

Commercial
building

Not evaluated

AK MCV 010 Soo Line Depot (Razed) Depot Not evaluated

AK MCV 011 Boyd’s Ranch Inn Not evaluated

AK MCV 013 House Residence Not evaluated

AK UOG 005 Log Cabin Seasonal residence Not evaluated

AK UOG 013 House Residence Not evaluated

AK UOG 014 Firewood Shelter Lumber yard Not evaluated

AK UOG 015 House Residence Not evaluated

BN GRM 005 Bridge 05501 Bridge Not evaluated

BN MIN 001 Church Church Not evaluated

BN MIN 002 District No. 44 School School Not evaluated

BN MIN 005 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church Church Not evaluated

BN MIN 006 House Residence Not evaluated

BN MIN 007 School School Not evaluated
BN MIN 008 Barthelemy Farmstead (Scherbing Farm) Farmstead Not evaluated

BN MIN 010 Bridge No. 6591 Bridge Not evaluated

BN MLK 005 Mayhew Lake Township Hall Township hall Not evaluated

BN MLK 006 Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated
BN MLK 008 St. Joseph’s Lutheran Church Church Not evaluated
BN SGT 002 District No. 35 School School Not evaluated

BN SGT 005 Tracy Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated

BN SGT 017 Rudolph Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated

CW DBT 002 Bridge No. 1896 Bridge Not Eligible

CW IRN 001 Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated

CW MGT 001 Maple Grove Township Hall Township hall Not evaluated

CW MGT 002 Bridge 18502 Bridge Not Eligible

CW PLK 001 Perry Lake School School Eligible

CW RVC 001 School Education Not evaluated

CW RVC 002 Riverton Elevated Metal Water Tank Water tower Not Eligible
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Inventory No Property Name Property Type National Register
Status

CW TMC 001 Trommald Elevated Metal Water Tank Water tower Listed

CW XXX 00001 Cuyuna Iron Range Historic Mining Landscape
District

Landscape Eligible

IC TLT 012 Log House (Moved) Residence Not evaluated

IC TLT 014 Barn Barn Not evaluated

IC TLT 015 Log Barn Barn Not evaluated

IC TLT 016 Log Barn Barn Not evaluated

IC UOG 001 Splithand School (Razed) School Not evaluated

IC UOG 013 Log Barn Barn Not evaluated

IC UOG 014 Log Barn Barn Not evaluated

IC UOG 015 Log Building Farm building Not evaluated

IC UOG 016 Log Hay Barn Barn Not evaluated

IC UOG 017 Frank Gran Farmstead Farmstead Listed

IC UOG 088 Bridge No. 7423 (Marsh Rainbow Arch Bridge) Bridge Eligible

MO LAS 001 Blacksmith Shop Blacksmith shop Not evaluated

MO LAS 002 Kasper Garage Service station Not evaluated

MO LAS 003 Lastrup Co op Creamery Creamery Not evaluated

MO LAS 004 Church Church Not evaluated

MO LAS 005 St. John’s Catholic Church Church Not evaluated

MO LAS 006 Lastrup Village Hall City hall Not evaluated

MO LAS 007 U.S. Post Office Post office Not evaluated

SH BKC 012 Herbert Maximilian Fox House Residence Listed
SH BKT 008 Andrew Swanson Farmhouse Residence Not evaluated

SH BKT 013 Farm Farmstead Not evaluated

SH BKT 014 House Residence Not evaluated

SH BKT 015 Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated

SH BKT 016 Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated

SH BKT 017 Farmstead Farmstead Not evaluated

SH HAV 003 Farm Farmstead Not evaluated

SH PAL 007 Bridge No. L8138 Bridge Not evaluated

SH PAL 009 Weis Farm Farmstead Not evaluated

XX ROD 017 Trunk Highway 18 Roadway Not Eligible

XX ROD 021 Trunk Highway 95 Roadway Not Eligible

XX ROD 044 Current TH 169 Roadway Not Eligible
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SHPO Manual for Archeological Projects in Minnesota

Historic and Architectural Survey Manual. 

Federal Register

State Archaeologist’s Manual for Archaeological Projects in Minnesota
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6/23/2023

1

1 2

3 4
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6/23/2023

2

7 8

9 10

11 12
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6/23/2023

3

13 14

15 16

17 18
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Project: Northland Reliability Project

Subject: Project Meeting

Date: Thursday, April 27, 2023

Location: Microsoft Teams

Attendees:
Brandy Toft Environmental

Director
Colleen Wells Archeologist and

Field Director, Heritage Sites
Program

Manager 
Environmental and Real Estate
Zach Golkowski Senior

Environmental Compliance
Specialist
Kyle Larson Construction

Management
Kurt Anderson Director of

Environmental and Land
Management

Manager,
Transmission Permitting & Land

Brian Hunker Transmission
Permitting Project Manager

Jennifer Bring HDR
Environmental Section Manager,
Cultural Resources and Tribal
Engagement Lead
Dan Schmidt HDR Project

Manager
Jenn Walter HDR GIS/Routing

Lead
Laura Koski HDR Cultural

Resources Specialist

Great River Energy (GRE) and Minnesota Power (MP) presented an overview of the Northland
Reliability Project (project) (see PowerPoint presentation).
Questions/discussions:

o Colleen Wells asked if the Project includes hydropower or other power generation. It was
clarified that the Project is not for generating new power, but for moving power from
generating facilities to areas on the grid that need it.

o Colleen asked if the line crosses the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe reservation or ceded
territories. It was confirmed that the proposed transmission line would cross ceded
territory, but not the current reservation boundaries.

o Colleen asked about the extent of substation expansions. It was stated that the extent of
the substation expansions is still being determined.

o Colleen asked about the right-of-way width. It was explained that the right-of-way for
both segments would be 150 feet. The right-of-way for the portions that parallel existing
transmission lines can overlap existing right-of-way by 30 to 40 feet.

o Colleen asked if any work would be conducted outside of the right-of-way. It was
explained that the route width is wider than the right-of-way needed to construct the
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Project to provide flexibility to address engineering, human (landowner preferences), and
environmental concerns that arise after the route permit from the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission has been issued. But disturbance would be limited to the right-of-
way.

o The differences between the study area, preliminary route, intended right-of-way, and
intended centerline were discussed.

The study area is the geographic area consideration for the route of the power
line.
The preliminary route is the area within which the right-of-way will be placed.  It is
thinner along Segment Two since it is proposed that the existing lines will be
replaced within the existing easement.
The intended right-of-way represents the physical land area within a route
needed to construct and operate the transmission line.
The intended centerline represents the transmission line location within the right-
of-way.

o Colleen asked about the timeline for submitting the Route Permit application. It was
explained that it is anticipated the application will be submitted to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early August.
of the application before issuing the Route Permit may take 18 months.

A cultural resources literature review, including a review of known archaeological
and historic architectural properties using the State Historic Preservation Office

records. Outreach to Tribes is also being
conducted to identify resources of potential tribal interest.
It is anticipated that cultural resources surveys may start as soon as the fall of
2023, but the majority would occur in 2024.
Colleen requested a copy of the final Cultural Resources Literature Review when
it is ready.

o GIS review of the preliminary route, intended right-of-way, and intended centerline
Reviewed locations where the preliminary route has been widened to allow for
flexibility routing around constraints, including around the Riverton Substation.
Colleen asked if existing transmission lines will stay or be replaced. It was
explained that the existing transmission lines in Segment One would remain; the
transmission lines in Segment Two would be replaced.
Colleen asked how wide the preliminary route is. It was explained the preliminary
route width varies along the route depending on constraints.

o To inform the Route Permit application and future cultural resources studies, if the Leech
Lake Band of Ojibwe has any areas of interest within the proposed route and are willing
to share that information, it would be appreciated.

Colleen stated she may be able to start reviewing the data mid-late next week
(week of May 1-5).
It was noted that Colleen and Brandy would coordinate with Amy Burnette, the
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe Tribal Historic Preservation Office, who could not
attend the meeting. GRE and MP indicated they would be happy answer
questions Amy may have.
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6/6/2023

April 27, 2023

Introductions
Project overview
Outreach updates

Public engagement
Tribal and agency outreach 

Routing progression/updates
Questions/Discussion

Provide system 
support as energy 

resources continue to 
evolve.

Increase capacity to 
safely and reliably 

deliver clean energy 

needed by our 
customers and 

members.

Enhance system 
resiliency during 
extreme weather 

events.

Plan proactively to 
meet changing 

needs due to 
decarbonization and 

electrification. 

Iron Range Substation 
to Riverton Substation to Benton 
County Substation

Benton County 
Substation to Big Oaks Substation 
Area

1 2

3 4

5 6
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New double-circuit 345-kV
transmission line
Approximately 140 miles
Opportunities to route near existing
transmission lines
Connect into new Riverton Substation

Replace an approximately 20-mile
230-kV line with two 345-kV circuits 
from Benton County Substation to a
new substation named Big Oaks in 
Sherburne County. 
Replace an approximately 20-mile
345-kV line from the Benton County 
Substation to the existing Sherco
Substation in Sherburne County. 

Expand the existing Iron Range 
Substation near Grand Rapids and the 
Benton County Substation near St. 
Cloud.
Install a new substation at or near the 
existing Riverton Substation and 
reconfigure existing transmission lines 
in the Riverton area.

Fall Stakeholder Workshops 
Six workshops with 80 total attendees 

Winter Public Open Houses

Seven locations with 14 times offered 
252 total attendees 

Winter Virtual Open House 
122 participants 

Public open houses May 2 - 4
Self-paced virtual open house May 1 - 12
In-person and virtual engagement 
opportunities

Ongoing communication with stakeholders and landowners throughout the project. 

7 8

9 10

11 12
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How we defined our study area:
Substation connections
Existing corridors

How we defined our route corridor:
Substation connections
Existing corridors 
Input gathered during our fall
2022 stakeholder workshops

How we defined our preliminary 
route:

Substation connections
Existing corridors 
Input gathered during 15 open 
houses held January February 
2023

Project identification 
and initial stakeholder 

engagement

Routing, public engagement 
and permitting

Permitting, engineering, 
environmental surveys, real 

estate and public engagement

Construction

In-service

13 14

15 16

17 18
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northlandreliabilityproject.com

Send us an email at
connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

Call our hotline at 
218-864-6059

19
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1

Bring, Jennifer

From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 4:17 PM
To: Amy Burnette
Cc: Colleen Wells; mike.wilson@millelacsband.com; St. John, Cheyanne; 

samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov; Hunker, Brian GRE-MG
Subject: RE: Northland Reliability P Preliminary Route and Follow-up Meeting - Week of July 10th?
Attachments: 20230627_NRP_Route_ROW_Centerline_shp.zip

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Amy,

Thank you for the email. Brian asked that I forward the GIS data to you and Colleen. Attached is GIS data of the Proposed
Route, Proposed Right of Way, and the Proposed Centerline for the Northland Reliability transmission project.

We are in the process of compiling copies of previous archaeology survey reports and can provide those to you when we
have them. We will also provide further details regarding the group windshield reconnaissance with tribal
representatives planned for August as soon as possible.

Please let us know if there are any questions.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring 

From: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 9:25 AM
To: Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>
Cc: Colleen Wells <colleen.wells@llojibwe.net>; Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>;
mike.wilson@millelacsband.com; St. John, Cheyanne <cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com>;
samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity nsn.gov
Subject: FW: Northland Reliability P Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting Week of July 10th?

Dear Brian Hunker,

Thank you for calling me yesterday evening. We talked on the phone about the Northland Reliability joint project
between Great River and MN Power overhead line that will likely be a section 404 permit from the Army Corps of
Engineers, which is not quite yet section 106 yet because the permit application has not been completed. Thank you for
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2

telling me that 80 to 85 percent is proposed project plan uses existing routing which does not require an alternative
route, and that the current study area / proposed route is outside of the Leech Lake Reservation.

I would be interested in seeing any previous archaeological reports along the route. I cannot accept any external drives.
But if you could attempt to send them separately as attachments and include in the subject line, Northland Reliability
spelled out. The name spelled out rather than shortened would help me track amongst the many emails I receive.

I would be interested in the group meeting you have planned to do sometime soon and understand this is preliminary
studies, but you do have the proposed route. The proposed route shapefiles, with centerline for the 1000 ft study APE
should be sent to Colleen.Well@llojibwe.net. Brandy’s office is separate. Colleen and I work closely together in the
Cultural Resources department of the Leech Lake Division of Resource Management.

Sincerely,
Amy Burnette
Leech Lake Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
190 Sailstar Drive NW
Cass Lake, MN 56633

Desk (218) 335 2940
Email amy.burnette@llojibwe.net

From: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Friday, July 14, 2023 11:09 AM
To: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft <brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>; Colleen Wells
<colleen.wells@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Lesher, Dan GRE MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski
(MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP) <jbatkinson@mnpower.com>; kyle larson
<KPLARSON@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project <connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>; Schmidt, Dan
<dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Hawkins, Rebecca <Rebecca.Ralston
Hawkins@hdrinc.com>; Amanda Wold <amanda.wold@llojibwe.net>
Subject: RE: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting Week of July 10th?

Hi Brandy, Amy, and Colleen,

It looks like the dates/times this week didn’t work for everyone. Are there dates/times next week (July 17 21) that would
work to meet?

As mentioned, we would like to provide an update regarding the Northland Reliability Project. Also, we would like to
discuss details regarding a windshield reconnaissance survey of the alignment for tribal representatives we are looking
to schedule in August to get a better idea of the proposed alignment and inform the cultural resources survey field
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3

approach. We anticipate the survey would be 2 3 days and done primarily from public right of way. Lower Sioux, Mille
Lacs, and Upper Sioux have indicated an interest in participating.

Amy and Colleen – if we cannot find a time that works for you to meet, can you let us know if you would be interested in
participating in the August windshield reconnaissance survey and, if so, are there dates in August that would work better
for you? We want to do what we can to facilitate your participation in the survey.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring 

From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2023 11:14 AM
To: Amanda Wold <amanda.wold@llojibwe.net>; Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft
<brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>; Colleen Wells <colleen.wells@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Lesher, Dan GRE MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski
(MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project <connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>; Schmidt,
Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; kyle larson
<KPLARSON@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP) <jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: RE: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting Week of July 10th?

Brandy – thank you for your time this morning to chat and providing an update re: your availability to meet the week of
July 10th. As discussed, you have availability to meet the following dates/times:

Tuesday, July 11th – from 11:30am 1:30pm
Friday, July 14th – from 1 3pm

Amy and Colleen – do either of the above dates/times work for you to meet virtually to provide an update regarding the
Northland Reliability Project? We also would like to discuss details regarding a windshield reconnaissance survey of the
alignment for tribal representatives we are looking to schedule in August (likely the first half of August) to get a better
idea of the proposed alignment and inform the cultural resources survey field approach. We anticipate this windshield
reconnaissance would be 2 3 days to travel the entire corridor, staying primarily to public rights of way.

If you have interest in the windshield survey, please let us know your availability in August and we can work to finalize
dates and provide additional details.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring 

From: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Friday, June 16, 2023 7:11 AM
To: Amanda Wold <amanda.wold@llojibwe.net>; Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft
<brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Lesher, Dan GRE MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski
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(MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project <connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>; Schmidt,
Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; kyle larson
<KPLARSON@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP) <jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: Re: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Thanks, Amanda!

Amy do any of the dates/times that Amanda identified work for you?

Thanks,
Jenny

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Amanda Wold <amanda.wold@llojibwe.net>
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 8:26 AM
To: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>; Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft
<brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Lesher, Dan GRE MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski
(MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project <connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>; Schmidt,
Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; kyle larson
<KPLARSON@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP) <jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: Re: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Jenny,

Thank you for your email. I'm looking at the schedule and I believe there is some availability.

Available times:
Tuesday, June 27: 11:30 12:30
Wednesday, June 28: 1:00pm 2:00pm
Thursday, June 29: 3:30 4:30
Friday, June 30: anytime 9:00am 2:00pm
Tuesday, July 11: anytime 9:00am 1:00pm
Friday, July 14: anytime 9:00am 3:00pm

Please let me know if any of these times work for you.

Thank you,
Amanda

Amanda Wold
Environmental Deputy Director
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amanda.wold@llojibwe.net
http://www.llojibwe.org/
190 Sailstar Drive NW,
Cass Lake, MN 56633

.

From: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Sent:Wednesday, June 14, 2023 9:01 PM
To: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft <brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>; Amanda Wold
<amanda.wold@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Lesher, Dan GRE MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski
(MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project <connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>; Schmidt,
Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; kyle larson
<KPLARSON@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP) <jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: RE: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

It looks like Brandy is out of the office through the end of this week so, adding Amanda to this correspondence.

Amanda – I’m not sure if you are able to identify possible dates/times the week of June 26th or July 10th that may work
for Brandy (and you, if you are available)?

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring
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From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent:Wednesday, June 14, 2023 8:57 PM
To: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Brandy.toft@llojibwe.net
Cc: Lesher, Dan GRE/MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski
(MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project <connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>; Schmidt,
Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Kyle Larson (MP)
<KPLARSON@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP)
Subject: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Hi Amy and Brandy,

In follow up to the email sent to Amy at the end of May with the cultural resources literature review report for the
Northland Reliability Project, we were thinking it would be good to connect to provide an opportunity to answer any
further questions Amy may have about the project, work completed to date, schedule and next steps. In addition, we
are looking at possibly coordinate a windshield survey of the corridor with tribal representatives this fall to get a better
understand of the route/right of way and inform development of a survey strategy to guide cultural field surveys for the
Project.

Would the two of you have availability to meet sometime either the week of June 26th or July 10th? Let us know your
availability and we can get an invite out.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring

From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 12:07 PM
To: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Lesher, Dan GRE/MG <dlesher@GREnergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Jim Atkinson
(MP); Zach Golkowski (MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project
<connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>; Schmidt, Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen
<Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Kyle Larson (MP) <KPLARSON@mnpower.com>
Subject: RE: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Hello Amy,

Sorry for any confusion. We had hoped our last meeting date/time would have worked for you to be able to provide
additional detail regarding the project and be able to answer some of these questions in person; however, we were glad
your colleague Colleen was able to join.

Project Details and Mapping
To inform your review, additional maps are available on the project website Maps (northlandreliabilityproject.com) –
including an online interactive map showing the preliminary route for the project, which will be reviewed in the Route
Permit application to be submitted to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC) in August of this year. Please
note that the preliminary route shown includes two potential options in the Riverton area. The intent is to select one to
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7

include in the Route Permit application. A transmission line route is the path that a transmission line may follow. Under
Minnesota Statute 216E, subd. 8, the route may have a variable width of up to 1.25 miles. The preliminary route is the
area within which the right of way will be placed. The route width is wider than the right of way to provide flexibility to
address engineering, human (landowner preferences), and environmental concerns that arise after the permit has been
issued by the MN PUC.

Detailed PDF maps showing the preliminary route and the intended centerline and right of way within the preliminary
route are also on the project website at the link above. The intended right of way is a representation of the physical land
area within a route that is needed to construct, maintain, and operate the transmission line; usually represented as the
required easement. The intended centerline is a representation of the location of the transmission line within the right
of way. The preliminary route, intended right of way, and intended centerline are subject to change based on
comments, engineering, permitting, field conditions or other factors. However, we wanted to provide this data to you to
understand where we are with the intended project routing and siting, and state permitting process.

A majority (over 85%) of the 180 miles of proposed transmission corridor parallel or replace existing transmission lines.
There are a few locations where existing constraints (human, environmental, cultural, engineering, etc.) make it difficult
for the proposed transmission line to follow existing lines. One of these locations is in the South Long Lake/Upper South
Long Lake area approximately 6 miles southeast of Brainerd (see screenshot below). The existing transmission line in this
area roughly parallels Highway 23 and crosses between the two lakes on an isthmus and there are many residences and
known archaeological sites. Therefore, the preliminary route (in orange/brown in the screenshot below) goes to the east
of Upper South Long Lake to avoid some of the constraints in this area.

Please let us know if there are additional or specific maps you would like to see to further inform your review.

The intended centerline crosses 98 different streams/creeks and 8 DNR lakes: Mud, Hay, Platt River Dam Pool and 5
unnamed. Following submittal of the Route Permit application, the project will complete additional analysis, including
field surveys, to obtain other permits and approvals needed for construction, such as permitting from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and a Public Waters permit and under the
Wetland Conservation Act (WCA). Construction is anticipated to start in 2027.

Cultural Resources Review to Date
To date, we have completed a cultural resources literature review including files at the Minnesota State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Minnesota Office of the State Archaeologist (OSA) online portal to identify known
archaeological sites and historical structures within the preliminary route corridor. Laura Koski (HDR) served as Principal
Investigator for the literature review. The information from the literature review, as well as input provided by Tribes
engaged to date, has informed routing for the project. The report summarizing the results of the literature review is
attached for your reference and will be included in the Route Permit application.
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No cultural resources field survey has been conducted for the project yet; however, following submittal of the Route
Permit application, the project will complete additional analysis, including field surveys, for cultural resources. It is
anticipated that a cultural resources assessment and field survey strategy will be prepared in consultation with the
SHPO, OSA, Minnesota Indian Affairs Council, and Tribes. A search for and review of previously completed archaeological
surveys within the project area will be included as part of the cultural resources assessment prior to field survey. We will
include you in that consultation and can provide copies of reports for surveys conducted.

Tribal Engagement to Date
In addition to Leech Lake environmental staff, we have had meetings with staff (THPOs and environmental staff) from
Mille Lacs, Lower Sioux, and Upper Sioux regarding the project and potential areas of interest/concern. To date, Upper
Sioux and Mille Lacs have indicated an interest in participating in field surveys, including conducting a pre field
windshield reconnaissance with tribal representatives to visually inspect the proposed route and help identify areas for
more focused in field investigations. We are in the preliminary stages of planning this pre field reconnaissance, and you
or your staff are welcome to participate. Please let us know if you are interested and we can keep you informed as
planning moves forward.

Please let us know if you have further questions. Also, we would be happy to set up a meeting to talk through more
project details, if that would be helpful. Any information you would be willing to share regarding areas of interest or
concern within the preferred route/intended ROW to further inform the process moving forward, including identifying
our strategy for field review, would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks so much.
Jenny

Jennifer Bring

From: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>
Sent:Monday, May 15, 2023 1:05 PM
To: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Subject: RE: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Hello Jennifer,

In regard to the Minnesota Power and Great River Energy Northland Reliability project:

Although I am a team member with DRM, Brandy does not assign anything to me. I believe that my coworker Colleen
Wells was able to go the day you arranged that meeting with Brandy.
I see that there is an isthmus described at a long lake. Where is this at? I do not have GIS and require more information.
I am not seeing anything about it in this slide show about energy.
Who is the project’s archaeological Principal Investigator?
How many water bodies are you crossing?
Is this project located in an existing ROW for other utilities, or is this a completely new corridor across the land?
I would also like locations of any archaeological survey that done was done before this project in any of the lands which
your project plans go through.
I would like to know if other tribes have engaged with you to participate in or monitor any upcoming activities.
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Amy.

From: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Sent:Wednesday, April 26, 2023 10:42 PM
To: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Colleen Wells <colleen.wells@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft
<brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Lesher, Dan GRE MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski
(MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP) <jbatkinson@mnpower.com>; Northland Reliability Project
<connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>
Subject: RE: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Hi Amy,

The project anticipates submitting a Certificate of Need and Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission in August of this year. Potential wetland impacts would likely fall within a Regional General Permit from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and other state approvals or permits
are likely, including a Public Waters permit and under the Wetland Conservation Act (WCA). However, the extent of
potential impacts to resources is currently being calculated and discussions with agencies are ongoing.

To further inform your review of the project, attached is the initial project introduction letter that was mailed in August
2022. Also attached are slides and notes from our last meeting with Brandy and other Leech Lake staff on March 3,
2023. Please let us know if you have questions once you have a chance to review.

Also, in addition to the GIS data for the recently defined preliminary route provided earlier this month, attached is GIS
data showing the intended centerline and right of way within the preliminary route that Minnesota Power and Great
River Energy currently intend to use for construction of the project. We’ll review this in more detail during the meeting
Thursday but, please note that along a few portions of the route, shifts to the centerline of existing lines are needed to
accommodate adding the new transmission line. A centerline and right of way for both lines is shown in the data in
these areas.

Thanks and looking for to continuing our discussion tomorrow.

Best,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring

From: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>
Sent:Monday, April 24, 2023 10:02 AM
To: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Cc: Colleen Wells <colleen.wells@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft <brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>
Subject: RE: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting
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Jennifer,

Thank you for sending your limited Great River Energy and Minnesota Power energy project information. If I need more
information, I will let you know soon. It is not likely that I will be there in person on the 27th.
Who is the federal contact for this? Which agency? Have you made application?

Amy.

From: Brandy Toft <brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>
Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2023 9:33 AM
To: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Cc: Amy Burnette <amy.burnette@llojibwe.net>; Colleen Wells <colleen.wells@llojibwe.net>
Subject: Re: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Thu, April 20 – 10 11:30 am
Fri, April 21 – 1 2:30 pm
Thu, April 27 – 8:30 am 11 am, 1:30 2:30 pm potentially open
Fri, April 28 – 1 4 pm {230 330 open potentially}

Miigwech,
Brandy

Brandy Toft
Environmental Director
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
218.760.1672 (c)      
218.335.7417 (o)  note change
Brandy.toft@llojibwe.net
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From: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Sent:Monday, April 17, 2023 10:46 PM
To: Brandy Toft <brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Amanda Wold <amanda.wold@llojibwe.net>; Eugene Strowbridge <Eugene.Strowbridge@llojibwe.net>; Hunker,
Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Lesher, Dan GRE MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski (MP)
<zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP) <jbatkinson@mnpower.com>; Schmidt, Dan
<dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Walter, Jennifer <jennifer.walter@hdrinc.com>; Northland Reliability Project
<connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>
Subject: NRP Preliminary Route and Follow up Meeting

Hi Brandy,

Since our last call, we have been working on defining a preliminary route for the Northland Reliability project. Attached
is a GIS shapefile of the identified preliminary route that will be presented at the open houses the first week of May.
Please note that the preliminary route is narrower than the previously defined route corridor but still larger than the
final right of way needed to construct the project. Also, the preliminary route includes two potential options in the
Riverton area. The intent is to select one to include in the Route Permit application.

We’d like to set up a meeting to discuss the results of your review of the route corridor, if possible, information you
would be willing to share regarding areas of interest along this preliminary route. Below are dates/times our team is
available in the coming weeks – please let us know which of these dates/times would work for you for a virtual call. We
anticipated the call would be up to 1 hour.

Thu, April 20 – 10 11:30 am
Fri, April 21 – 1 2:30 pm
Thu, April 27 – 8:30 am 11 am, 1:30 2:30 pm
Fri, April 28 – 1 4 pm

We look forward to continuing our discussion. Also, copies of the presentation slides from our meeting last month were
previously provided. However, for reference, attached are notes from our last meeting. Please let us know if you have
comments or additions to the notes.

Thanks,
Jenny
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Jennifer Bring
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager

HDR 
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Bring, Jennifer

From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent: Tuesday, May 9, 2023 11:03 AM
To: Cheyanne St. John
Cc: Hunker, Brian GRE-MG; Zach Golkowski (MP); Lesher, Dan GRE/MG; Jim Atkinson (MP); Schmidt, Dan; 

Northland Reliability Project
Subject: Northland Reliability Transmission Project - Project Update
Attachments: ___NRP_PrelimRoute_IntendedCenterlineROW.zip

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello Cheyanne,

As a follow up to our earlier meetings with you, Mille Lacs, Upper Sioux, and Sherburne County regarding the Northland
Reliability transmission project, we wanted to provide you an update regarding the project. We have been working on
defining a preliminary route for the Northland Reliability project. Attached is a GIS shapefile of the identified preliminary
route that we anticipate including in the Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, which
we hope to submit by early August. Please note that the preliminary route includes two potential options in the Riverton
area. The intent is to select one to include in the Route Permit application. The preliminary route is also shown on our
Project’s website (www.northlandreliabilityproject.com). In addition, the website shows an intended right of way and
centerline within the preliminary route (shapefiles attached).

For your information, a transmission line route is the path that a transmission line may follow. Under Minnesota Statute
216E, subd. 8, the route may have a variable width of up to 1.25 miles. The preliminary route is the area within which
the right of way will be placed. The route width is typically wider than the right of way to provide flexibility to address
engineering, human (landowner preferences), and environmental concerns that arise after the permit has been issued.

The intended right of way is a representation of the physical land area within a route that is needed to construct and
operate the transmission line; usually represented as the required easement. The intended centerline is a
representation of the location of the transmission line within the right of way. In many cases, the poles would be placed
in the center of the right of way, but in some areas, such as along roads, poles may be offset to account for road
geometrics, topography, or waterbodies, etc.

The preliminary route, intended right of way, and intended centerline are subject to change based on comments,
engineering, permitting, field conditions or other factors. However, we wanted to provide this data to you to understand
where we are with the intended project routing and siting, and state permitting process. As previously mentioned,
outside of the meeting concerning the Big Elk Lake Park, we have continued conversations with Leech Lake, Mille Lacs,
and Upper Sioux regarding the project and potential areas of interest/concern. We have also provided the attached data
to Sherburne County and offered to meet again. Please let us know if you have questions or would like to meet
regarding the project, whether with Sherburne County or separately. Any information you would be willing to share
regarding areas of interest or concern within the preferred route/intended ROW to further inform the process moving
forward, including identifying our strategy for field review, would be greatly appreciated.

Looking forward to continuing our discussion with you.

Best,
Jenny
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Jennifer Bring 
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI 
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager 

HDR  
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From: Bring, Jennifer
To: Cheyanne St. John
Cc: Hunker, Brian GRE-MG; Zach Golkowski (MP); Lesher, Dan GRE-MG; Jim Atkinson (MP); Schmidt, Dan; Northland

Reliability Project; Koski, Laura Joreen
Subject: RE: Northland Reliability Transmission Project - Project Update
Date: Monday, June 12, 2023 9:30:09 AM
Attachments: NRP Cultural Lit Review_20230508.pdf

Hello Cheyanne,

In follow up to our email below providing updates regarding the Northland Reliability project,
attached is a copy of the cultural resources literature review for the Project. Please note that the
literature review covered the Proposed Route and Notice Area for the Project to inform the routing
and siting and identification of the proposed right-of-way and centerline for the project. As
previously mentioned,  the literature review will be summarized and included in the Route Permit
application, which is anticipated to be filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in early
August.

It is anticipated that a Cultural Resource Survey Strategy will be prepared in consultation with
appropriate agencies (SHPO, OSA, MIAC) and Tribes, following the Route Permit application to
outline and guide survey to be completed prior to construction to comply with applicable cultural
resources laws.

Please let us know if there are questions regarding the literature review. We would also be happy to
meet to discuss the results of the literature review and provide further updates regarding the
Project.

Best,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring

From: Bring, Jennifer 
Sent: Tuesday, May 9, 2023 11:03 AM
To: Cheyanne St. John <cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com>
Cc: Hunker, Brian GRE-MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski (MP)
<zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Lesher, Dan GRE/MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP);
Schmidt, Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>; Northland Reliability Project
<connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>
Subject: Northland Reliability Transmission Project - Project Update

Hello Cheyanne,

As a follow-up to our earlier meetings with you, Mille Lacs, Upper Sioux, and Sherburne County
regarding the Northland Reliability transmission project, we wanted to provide you an update
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regarding the project. We have been working on defining a preliminary route for the Northland
Reliability project. Attached is a GIS shapefile of the identified preliminary route that we anticipate
including in the Route Permit application to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, which we
hope to submit by early August. Please note that the preliminary route includes two potential
options in the Riverton area. The intent is to select one to include in the Route Permit application.
The preliminary route is also shown on our Project’s website (www.northlandreliabilityproject.com).
In addition, the website shows an intended right-of-way and centerline within the preliminary route
(shapefiles attached).

For your information, a transmission line route is the path that a transmission line may follow. Under
Minnesota Statute 216E, subd. 8, the route may have a variable width of up to 1.25 miles. The
preliminary route is the area within which the right-of-way will be placed.  The route width is
typically wider than the right-of-way to provide flexibility to address engineering, human (landowner
preferences), and environmental concerns that arise after the permit has been issued.

The intended right-of-way is a representation of the physical land area within a route that is needed
to construct and operate the transmission line; usually represented as the required easement. The
intended centerline is a representation of the location of the transmission line within the right-of-
way. In many cases, the poles would be placed in the center of the right-of-way, but in some areas,
such as along roads, poles may be offset to account for road geometrics, topography, or
waterbodies, etc.

The preliminary route, intended right-of-way, and intended centerline are subject to change based
on comments, engineering, permitting, field conditions or other factors. However, we wanted to
provide this data to you to understand where we are with the intended project routing and siting,
and state permitting process. As previously mentioned, outside of the meeting concerning the Big
Elk Lake Park, we have continued conversations with Leech Lake, Mille Lacs, and Upper Sioux
regarding the project and potential areas of interest/concern. We have also provided the attached
data to Sherburne County and offered to meet again. Please let us know if you have questions or
would like to meet regarding the project, whether with Sherburne County or separately. Any
information you would be willing to share regarding areas of interest or concern within the
preferred route/intended ROW to further inform the process moving forward, including identifying
our strategy for field review, would be greatly appreciated.

Looking forward to continuing our discussion with you.

Best,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager

HDR
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Bring, Jennifer

From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 1:57 PM
To: Cheyanne St. John
Cc: Hawkins, Rebecca; Koski, Laura Joreen; Lesher, Dan GRE-MG; Hunker, Brian GRE-MG; Zach Golkowski 

(MP); Walter, Jennifer; Jim Atkinson (MP);
Subject: RE: Northland Reliability Project - Lower Sioux Meeting 6/30
Attachments: NRP_Meeting_Presentation_20230713.pdf; 20230627_NRP_Route_ROW_Centerline_shp.zip

TrackingTracking: Recipient Delivery

Cheyanne St. John

Hawkins, Rebecca Delivered: 7/18/2023 2:05 PM

Koski, Laura Joreen Delivered: 7/18/2023 2:05 PM

Lesher, Dan GRE-MG

Hunker, Brian GRE-MG

Zach Golkowski (MP)

Walter, Jennifer Delivered: 7/18/2023 2:05 PM

Jim Atkinson (MP)

Hi Cheyanne,

Thanks again for taking time to connect with us at the end of last week regarding the Northland Reliability project.
Attached are copies of the PowerPoint slides from the meeting. We are finalizing notes from the call and will get them to
you as soon as possible.

Also attached is GIS data of the Proposed Route, Proposed Right of Way, and the Proposed Centerline for the project.
We made sure to copy the IT email address you provided.

Once you have a chance to review the attached materials, please let us know if you have any questions. Also, if you are
willing to share information from your review of the current Proposed Route and Right of Way to inform the cultural
survey strategy that will be developed, it would be greatly appreciate. In the meantime, we will follow up with further
details regarding the windshield reconnaissance planned for August.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring 

From: Cheyanne St. John <cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 13, 2023 9:32 AM
To: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Cc: Hawkins, Rebecca <Rebecca.Ralston Hawkins@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Lesher,
Dan GRE MG <dlesher@GREnergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski (MP)
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<zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Walter, Jennifer <jennifer.walter@hdrinc.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP)
<jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: RE: Northland Reliability Project Lower Sioux Meeting 6/30

to send GIS files, links or dropboxes

to schedule meeting time with tribal council
Thank you for the update!
Cheyanne
From: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 1, 2023 11:05 AM
To: Cheyanne St. John <cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com>
Cc: Hawkins, Rebecca <Rebecca.Ralston Hawkins@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Lesher,
Dan GRE MG <dlesher@GREnergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski (MP)
<zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Walter, Jennifer <jennifer.walter@hdrinc.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP)
<jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: RE: Northland Reliability Project Lower Sioux Meeting 6/30

Hi Cheyenne,

I’m so sorry to hear about your loss. Our deepest condolences to you and your family.

We can certainly reschedule. I believe you previously indicated you are not available July 10 11. Do you have any
availability July 12 14? If you have availability, we can work around your schedule.

Best,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring 

From: Cheyanne St. John <cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com>
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2023 6:22 PM
To: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Cc: Hawkins, Rebecca <Rebecca.Ralston Hawkins@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Lesher,
Dan GRE MG <dlesher@GREnergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski (MP)
<zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Walter, Jennifer <jennifer.walter@hdrinc.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP)
<jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: Re: Northland Reliability Project Lower Sioux Meeting 6/30

Apologies for the late response. We had a relative pass and many of our government offices were closed.
Can we please reschedule for a time that works best for your group. I will review the attached documents in preparation
for the next meeting.
I appreciate your understanding.
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Cheyanne St. John, THPO
Lower Sioux Indian Comm.

From: Bring, Jennifer <Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com>
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2023 1:36:10 PM
To: Cheyanne St. John <cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com>
Cc: Hawkins, Rebecca <Rebecca.Ralston Hawkins@hdrinc.com>; Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Lesher,
Dan GRE MG <dlesher@GREnergy.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE MG <bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski (MP)
<zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Walter, Jennifer <jennifer.walter@hdrinc.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP)
<jbatkinson@mnpower.com>
Subject: Northland Reliability Project Lower Sioux Meeting 6/30

Hi Cheyanne,

It looks like your schedule may have changed and you were not able to join the Northland Reliability Project call today.
To inform our ongoing conversation regarding the Project, please find attached GIS shapefiles of Proposed Route,
Proposed Right of Way, and Proposed Centerline for the Project. This the area we are including in the Route Permit
application we are preparing for submittal to the MN Public Utilities Commission. As previously mentioned, the route
width is typically wider than the right of way to provide flexibility to address engineering, human (landowner
preferences), and environmental concerns that arise after the permit has been issued.

We are also looking to coordinate a windshield survey of the corridor this fall with tribal representatives to get a better
understand of the route/right of way and inform development of a survey strategy to guide cultural field surveys. We
anticipate this windshield reconnaissance would be 2 3 days to travel the entire corridor, staying primarily to public
rights of way. We are also following up with Leech Lake, Mille Lacs, and Upper Sioux regarding this. We are looking to
schedule the survey in August (likely the first half of August).

If you have interest in participating in the windshield survey, please let us know your availability in August and we can
work to finalize dates and provide additional details.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager

HDR 
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Project: Northland Reliability Project

Subject: Project Meeting

Date: Wednesday, February 08, 2023

Location: Microsoft Teams

Attendees:
Charlie Lippert Air Quality

Specialist
Perry Bunting Director of

Environmental Programs
Susan Klapel Executive Director of

Natural Resources
Jordan Williams Wildlife Biologist
Shena Matrious Public Relations

Coordinator

Manager
Environmental and Real Estate
Zach Golkowski Senior

Environmental Compliance
Specialist
Kyle Larson Construction

Management

Manager,
Transmission Permitting & Land
Rights
Brian Hunker Transmission

Permitting Project Manager

Jennifer Bring HDR
Environmental Section Manager,
Cultural Resources and Tribal
Engagement Lead
Dan Schmidt HDR Project

Manager
Jenn Walter Routing/Siting Lead

Great River Energy (GRE) and Minnesota Power (MP) presented an overview of the Northland
Reliability Project (project) (see PowerPoint presentation).

Discussion topics:
o Right-of-way needs for the project

New right-of-way will be 150 feet (ft) wide.
Right-of-way paralleling existing lines has the potential to overlap the existing
right-of-way by 30-40 feet (combined width of approximately 260 270 ft wide).

o Vegetation maintenance within right-of-way
Trees and tall vegetation typically removed within right-of-way.
GRE/MP are open to discussing the possibility of planting pollinator habitat within
right-of-way. There may be little opportunity to plant, since much of the existing
vegetation quickly grows back after construction.
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o Studies required by the PUC process who and how are those contracted?
Various resource studies, such as cultural, biological, and wetlands are
conducted.
GRE/MP may have HDR conduct some surveys and other consultants may be
utilized for other surveys.
GRE/MP open to discussing participation of Tribes in those studies.

o How are storm events or fire addressed?
Typically addressed as part of plans prepared prior to operation.

o How is mitigation for potential impacts identified?
Possible mitigation is dependent on the type of potential impact. However, the
project is very early in the process. GRE/MP are looking to engage stakeholders
at this early stage to inform identification of routes to attempt to avoid/minimize
impacts to resources, as feasible.

GIS review of Route Corridor
o Mille Lacs ceded territory encompasses the Route Corridor north of the Benton County

Substation.
o The area south of the Benton County Substation and into Sherburne County was

historically Anishinaabe and Dakota territory.
o Portion of historical Rabbit Lake Reservation is within the Route Corridor (west of Aitkin).
o Access to resources (e.g., wild rice) may be a concern, particularly near Long Lake.
o  are accurate, but outside of the refined Route

Corridor.
o Charlie recommended downloading ceded territory GIS data.

Information requested by Mille Lacs
o Known migratory birds and flyways that overlap the Route Corridor.
o Utility contact for Big Stone South to Alexandria to Big Oaks and the Tremval to Jump

River transmission projects. Those projects are led by Xcel Energy. Dan Lesher will
follow up with contact information at Xcel Energy.
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February 8, 2023

Introductions
Project overview
Questions/discussion

Ceded territory resources
Other interests/comments

Next steps

Learn more at 

Provide support to 
the energy grid as 
more renewable 

energy is brought 
online and coal 

operations cease at 
existing power 

plants

Safely and reliably 
deliver more clean 
energy from where 

by utility customers 
and power 
cooperative 
members

Improve ability to 
withstand more 

frequent extreme 
weather events

Meet future energy 
needs by enabling 
transfer of many 
types of power 

generation to many 
locations to meet 

the long-term needs 
of our customers 

and members

Iron Range Substation 
to Riverton Substation to Benton 
County Substation

Benton County 
Substation to Big Oaks Substation

1 2

3 4

5 6
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New double-circuit 345-kV
transmission line
Approximately 130 miles
Opportunities to route near existing
transmission lines
Connect into new Riverton Substation

Replace existing 230-kV 
transmission line to double-circuit
345-kV transmission line
Approximately 20 miles
Verifying existing route and right-of-
way are suitable for a 345-kV line

Expand the existing Iron Range Substation
and the Benton County Substation
Install a new substation at or near the existing 
Riverton Substation and reconfiguring existing
transmission lines in the Riverton area
Rebuild approximately 20 miles of existing 
single-circuit 345-kv line from the Benton 
County Substation to the Sherco Substation in
Sherburne County

To route a project, we consider:
Opportunities
Constraints
Engineering and construction considerations

7 8

9 10

11 12
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Website interactive comment
Open houses week of Jan 23 and Jan 30
In-person and virtual engagement 
opportunities

Ongoing communication with stakeholders and landowners throughout the project 

Initial Tribal and tribal organizations letters August 2022
Initial agency letters sent September 2022

Meetings with Leech Lake, Mille Lacs, and Upper Sioux December 2022 to 
February 2023

Big Elk Lake Park meeting with Lower Sioux, Mille Lacs, Upper Sioux, and 
Sherburne County January 2023
Ongoing coordination with various agencies, including MnDNR

Continued and ongoing opportunities to meet one-on-one and at key project
milestones

Need additional 
ROW when located 
near an existing line

Opportunity to share 
up to 30-40 feet of 
ROW with existing 
transmission lines

ROW will remain 150-
feet-wide

Additional temporary 
ROW needed for 
construction

Structure type factors:
Land use/land cover
Topography
Water/wetlands
Soil types

Project planning and 
initial stakeholder 

engagement

Routing, public engagement 
and permitting

Permitting, engineering, 
environmental surveys, real 

estate and public engagement

Construction

Anticipated in-service 
northlandreliabilityproject.com

Send us an email at
connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

Call our hotline at 
218-864-6059

13 14

15 16

17 18
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Project: Northland Reliability Project

Subject: Project Meeting

Date: Friday, May 05, 2023

Location: Microsoft Teams

Attendees:
Air Quality

Specialist

Manager 
Environmental and Real Estate
Kyle Larson Construction

Management

Manager,
Transmission Permitting & Land
Rights

Transmission
Permitting Project Manager

Jennifer Bring HDR
Environmental Section Manager,
Cultural Resources and Tribal
Engagement Lead

HDR Project
Manager

HDR GIS/Routing
Lead

HDR Cultural
Resources Specialist

Great River Energy (GRE) and Minnesota Power (MP) presented an update of the Northland

Questions/discussions:
o Charlie Lippert had reviewed the new GIS data files provided (preliminary route,

intended right-of-way, and intended centerline). Charlie had spoken with Jordan Williams
(Mille Lacs Band Wildlife Biologist) and indicated that Jordan does not see too many
issues with the narrowed-down boundaries.

o The differences between the study area, preliminary route, intended right-of-way, and
intended centerline were discussed.

The study area is the geographic area consideration for the route of the power
line.
The preliminary route is the area within which the right-of-way will be
placed. The route width is typically wider than the right-of-way to provide
flexibility to address engineering, human (landowner preferences), and
environmental concerns that arise after the route permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission has been issued. It is thinner along Segment Two
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o

o

o
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placement to attempt to avoid cultural resources of the area. Charlie stated that 
the Big Elk Lake and Elk River area was an Ojibwe hunting area.
In the Long Lake area, it was explained that the preliminary route was specifically
located east of Long Lake to avoid the congested isthmus between the lakes,
which contains the existing transmission line, , and residential
structures and lake homes.
Charlie mentioned several areas of interest along the preliminary route:

 (stated they were minor).
Towards the northern end, the preliminary route clips the historical
Pokegama Lake Reservation (established by an 1855 treaty).

the Iron Range Substation area.
Areas near the  will be of higher potential for cultural
resources.
Near the Big Oaks Substation

.

.
Charlie wanted to ensure a plan was in place for inadvertent discoveries. Jenny
indicated it is anticipated an inadvertent discoveries plan would be prepared prior
to construction.
Jenny confirmed that there would be follow-up with Mike Wilson to summarize
the Project information, outreach completed to date, and provide GIS data.

,

 

.
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May 5, 2023

Introductions
Project overview
Outreach updates

Public engagement
Tribal and agency outreach 

Routing progression/updates
Questions/Discussion

Provide system 
support as energy 

resources continue to 
evolve.

Increase capacity to 
safely and reliably 

deliver clean energy 

needed by our 
customers and 

members.

Enhance system 
resiliency during 
extreme weather 

events.

Plan proactively to 
meet changing 

needs due to 
decarbonization and 

electrification. 

Iron Range Substation 
to Riverton Substation to Benton 
County Substation

Benton County 
Substation to Big Oaks Substation 
Area

1 2

3 4

5 6
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New double-circuit 345-kV
transmission line
Approximately 140 miles
Opportunities to route near existing
transmission lines
Connect into new Riverton Substation

Replace an approximately 20-mile
230-kV line with two 345-kV circuits 
from Benton County Substation to a
new substation named Big Oaks in 
Sherburne County. 
Replace an approximately 20-mile
345-kV line from the Benton County 
Substation to the existing Sherco
Substation in Sherburne County. 

Expand the existing Iron Range 
Substation near Grand Rapids and the 
Benton County Substation near St. 
Cloud.
Install a new substation at or near the 
existing Riverton Substation and 
reconfigure existing transmission lines 
in the Riverton area.

Fall Stakeholder Workshops 
Six workshops with 80 total attendees 

Winter Public Open Houses

Seven locations with 14 times offered 
252 total attendees 

Winter Virtual Open House 
122 participants 

Public open houses May 2 - 4
Self-paced virtual open house May 1 - 12
In-person and virtual engagement 
opportunities

Ongoing communication with stakeholders and landowners throughout the project. 

7 8

9 10

11 12
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How we defined our study area:
Substation connections
Existing corridors

How we defined our route corridor:
Substation connections
Existing corridors 
Input gathered during our fall
2022 stakeholder workshops

How we defined our preliminary 
route:

Substation connections
Existing corridors 
Input gathered during 15 open 
houses held January February 
2023

Project identification 
and initial stakeholder 

engagement

Routing, public engagement 
and permitting

Permitting, engineering, 
environmental surveys, real 

estate and public engagement

Construction

In-service

13 14

15 16

17 18
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northlandreliabilityproject.com

Send us an email at
connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

Call our hotline at 
218-864-6059

19
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From: Bring, Jennifer
To: Mike Wilson
Cc: Charlie Lippert (Mille Lacs); Hunker, Brian GRE-MG; Zach Golkowski (MP); Lesher, Dan GRE-MG; Jim Atkinson

(MP); Schmidt, Dan; Koski, Laura Joreen; Northland Reliability Project
Subject: RE: Northland Reliability Transmission Project - Introduction Email
Date: Monday, June 12, 2023 9:31:46 AM
Attachments: NRP Cultural Lit Review_20230508.pdf

Hello Mike,

In follow up to our email below providing a summary of information and outreach to date regarding
the Northland Reliability project, attached is a copy of the cultural resources literature review for the
Project. Please note that the literature review covered the Proposed Route and Notice Area for the
Project to inform the routing and siting and identification of the proposed right-of-way and
centerline for the project. As previously mentioned,  the literature review will be summarized and
included in the Route Permit application, which is anticipated to be filed with the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early August.

It is anticipated that a Cultural Resource Survey Strategy will be prepared in consultation with
appropriate agencies (SHPO, OSA, MIAC) and Tribes, following the Route Permit application to
outline and guide survey to be completed prior to construction to comply with applicable cultural
resources laws.

Please let us know if there are questions regarding the literature review. We would also be happy to
meet to discuss the results of the literature review and provide further updates regarding the
Project.

Best,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring
M 651.324.0432

hdrinc.com/follow-us

From: Bring, Jennifer 
Sent: Sunday, May 14, 2023 9:34 PM
To: Mike Wilson <Mike.Wilson@millelacsband.com>
Cc: Charlie Lippert (Mille Lacs) <charlie.lippert@millelacsband.com>; Hunker, Brian GRE-MG
<bhunker@grenergy.com>; Zach Golkowski (MP) <zgolkowski@mnpower.com>; Lesher, Dan
GRE/MG <dlesher@grenergy.com>; Jim Atkinson (MP); Schmidt, Dan <dan.schmidt@hdrinc.com>;
Koski, Laura Joreen <Laura.Koski@hdrinc.com>; Northland Reliability Project
<connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com>
Subject: Northland Reliability Transmission Project - Introduction Email

Hello Mike,

Your colleague, Charlie Lippert, informed us of your new role as the THPO for the Mille Lacs Band of
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Ojibwe. Congratulations!

Considering you’re just getting settled as THPO, we wanted to reach out and help get you caught up
regarding communications we have had with the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe to date regarding the
Northland Reliability Project – a transmission line project stretching from northern Minnesota near
Grand Rapids in Itasca County to central Minnesota near Becker in Sherburne County.

A brief summary of key project communications with the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe thus far:
August 22, 2022 – Initial outreach letter introducing the project sent (letter attached)
August 26, 2022 – Terry Kemper responded in a letter stating the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe
would like to be involved in project discussions/meetings (letter attached)
December 12, 2022 – Charlie Lippert reached out via email reiterating the Mille Lacs Band of
Ojibwe’s interest in further project discussions
February 8, 2023 – Virtual meeting was held with Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe representatives to
introduce the project, review schedule, provide an overview of the routing process and
engagement to date, reviewed the Route Corridor, which was refined from the initial Study
Area illustrated in the initial outreach letter from August 2022 (presentation slides and
meeting notes attached)
May 5, 2023 – Virtual update meeting was held with Charlie Lippert to provide project
updates, including review of the refined Preliminary Route, which was refined from the Route
Corridor reviewed in the February 8, 2023 meeting (presentation slides attached, meeting
notes being finalized).

We anticipate including the Preliminary Route in the Route Permit application to the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (MN PUC), which we hope to submit by early
August.
Please note that the Preliminary Route includes two potential options in the Riverton
area. The intent is to select one to include in the Route Permit application. The
Preliminary Route is also shown on our Project’s website
(www.northlandreliabilityproject.com). In addition, the website shows an intended
right-of-way and centerline within the Preliminary Route. Shapefiles for the Preliminary
Route, intended right-of-way, and intended centerline are attached for your review.

For your information, a transmission line route is the path that a transmission line may follow. Under
Minnesota Statute 216E, subd. 8, the route may have a variable width of up to 1.25 miles. The
preliminary route is the area within which the right-of-way will be placed.  The route width is
typically wider than the right-of-way to provide flexibility to address engineering, human (landowner
preferences), and environmental concerns that arise after the permit has been issued. The intended
right-of-way is a representation of the physical land area within a route that is needed to construct
and operate the transmission line; usually represented as the required easement. The intended
centerline is a representation of the location of the transmission line within the right-of-way. In
many cases, the poles would be placed in the center of the right-of-way, but in some areas, such as
along roads, poles may be offset to account for road geometrics, topography, or waterbodies, etc.

The preliminary route, intended right-of-way, and intended centerline are subject to change based
on comments, engineering, permitting, field conditions or other factors. However, we wanted to
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provide this data to you to understand where we are with the intended project routing and siting,
and state permitting process. Also so you’re aware, in addition to the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, we
have met and communicated with Leech Lake, Lower Sioux, and Upper Sioux regarding the project
and potential areas of interest/concern.

HDR has conducted a Cultural Resources Literature Review to identify known cultural resources
along the corridor, which has informed the routing and siting development to date. A summary of
the known cultural resources within the preliminary route and intended right-of-way is presented at
the end of the presentation slides from the May 5, 2023 meeting. Information from the literature
review will be included in the Route Permit application but, a copy of the report can be provided
once its finalized, if you would like.

Following submittal of the Route Permit application to the MN PUC, the project anticipates
conducting additional field studies, including cultural resources, and obtaining needed permits for
construction from 2024-2026, with construction anticipated to start in 2027. There have been initial
discussions with some Tribes regarding conducting a windshield survey of the preliminary route to
help identify areas of greater tribal interest or focus for subsequent in-field surveys. We would be
happy to include you or your representative in that windshield survey when it is scheduled. 

We understand this is a lot of information to review. We would be happy to schedule a meeting to
review this information with you and answer questions you may have, if that would be helpful.
Please let us know if you are interested in meeting and we can determine dates/times. Any
information you would be willing to share regarding areas of interest or concern within the
preferred route/intended ROW to further inform the process moving forward, including identifying
our strategy for field review, would be greatly appreciated.

Looking forward to working with you moving forward.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager

HDR
1601 Utica Ave. S. Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
M 651.324.0432
Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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Date:
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Attendees:

o
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7/23/2023
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1

Bring, Jennifer

From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent: Wednesday, June 28, 2023 6:49 PM
To: Mike Wilson; Charlie Lippert (Mille Lacs); Lesher, Dan GRE/MG; Hunker, Brian GRE-MG; Zach 

Golkowski (MP); Walter, Jennifer; Jim Atkinson (MP)
Cc: Hawkins, Rebecca; Koski, Laura Joreen; Northland Reliability Project
Subject: Northland Reliability Project - Mille Lacs Meeting Follow-up
Attachments: NRP_Mille Lacs Meeting_Presentation_20230626.pdf; NRP_Mille Lacs_Presentation_2023.02.08_Pole 

Diagrams.pdf; 20230627_NRP_Route_ROW_Centerline_shp.zip

TrackingTracking: Recipient Delivery

Mike Wilson

Charlie Lippert (Mille Lacs)

Lesher, Dan GRE/MG

Hunker, Brian GRE-MG

Zach Golkowski (MP)

Walter, Jennifer Delivered: 6/28/2023 6:56 PM

Jim Atkinson (MP)

Hawkins, Rebecca Delivered: 6/28/2023 6:56 PM

Koski, Laura Joreen Delivered: 6/28/2023 6:55 PM

Northland Reliability Project

Hi Mike and Charlie,

Thanks again for taking time Monday to meet with us. As discussed in the meeting, attached are copies of the PPT slides,
including the pole diagram slides we reviewed in the meeting. Also attached are GIS shapefiles of the current Proposed
Route, Proposed Right of Way, and Proposed Centerline.

We are finalizing the notes from the meeting and will forward those to you soon. Also, we are following up with a couple
of Tribes regarding availability in August for the windshield reconnaissance survey. We will follow up with anticipated
field dates for that as soon as we have them.

Thanks,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring 
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI 
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager 

HDR  
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May 5, 2023

Routing progression/updates
Outreach updates

Public engagement
Tribal and agency outreach

Initial research results
Questions/Discussion

How we defined our study area:
Substation connections
Existing corridors

How we defined our route corridor:
Substation connections
Existing corridors 
Input gathered during our fall
2022 stakeholder workshops

How we defined our preliminary 
route:

Substation connections
Existing corridors 
Input gathered during 15 open 
houses held January February 
2023

Fall Stakeholder Workshops 
Six workshops with 80 total attendees 

Winter Public Open Houses

Seven locations with 14 times offered 
252 total attendees 

Winter Virtual Open House 
122 participants 

1 2

3 4

5 6

Appendix R 
Page 214 of 219 

Docket No. E015,ET2/CN-22-416 
Docket No. E015,ET2/TL-22-415

PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
TRADE SECRET DATA EXCISED



Public open houses May 2 - 4
Self-paced virtual open house May 1 - 12
In-person and virtual engagement 
opportunities

Ongoing communication with stakeholders and landowners throughout the project. 

Project identification 
and initial stakeholder 

engagement

Routing, public engagement 
and permitting

Permitting, engineering, 
environmental surveys, real 

estate and public engagement

Construction

In-service

northlandreliabilityproject.com

Send us an email at
connect@northlandreliabilityproject.com

Call our hotline at 
218-864-6059

7 8

9 10

11 12
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From: Bring, Jennifer
To: Samantha Odegard
Cc: Hunker, Brian GRE-MG; Jim Atkinson (MP); Lesher, Dan GRE-MG; Zach Golkowski (MP); Schmidt, Dan; Koski,

Laura Joreen; Northland Reliability Project
Subject: Northland Reliability Project - Cultural Resources Literature Review
Date: Monday, June 12, 2023 9:40:19 AM
Attachments: NRP Cultural Lit Review_20230508.pdf

Hello Samantha,

In follow up to our last meeting regarding the Northland Reliability transmission project, attached is
a copy of the cultural resources literature review for the Project. Please note that the literature
review covered the Proposed Route and Notice Area for the Project to inform the routing and siting
and identification of the proposed right-of-way and centerline for the project (preliminary results
were summarized in our past meetings). As previously mentioned,  the literature review will be
summarized and included in the Route Permit application, which is anticipated to be filed with the
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in early August.

It is anticipated that a Cultural Resource Survey Strategy will be prepared in consultation with
appropriate agencies (SHPO, OSA, MIAC) and Tribes, following the Route Permit application to
outline and guide survey to be completed prior to construction to comply with applicable cultural
resources laws.

Please let us know if there are questions regarding the literature review. If possible, maybe we can
find a time in the coming weeks to meet and discuss the results of the literature review, the status of
your desktop review of the proposed route and right-way provided in early May, and further details
regarding the Project and the windshield survey discussed in our last meeting.

Best,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager

HDR
1601 Utica Ave. S. Suite 600
St. Louis Park, MN 55416
M 651.324.0432
Jennifer.Bring@hdrinc.com

hdrinc.com/follow-us
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1

Bring, Jennifer

From: Bring, Jennifer
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2023 1:41 PM
To: Samantha Odegard
Cc: Hawkins, Rebecca; Koski, Laura Joreen; Lesher, Dan GRE/MG; Zach Golkowski (MP); Walter, Jennifer; 

Jim Atkinson (MP); Hunker, Brian GRE-MG
Subject: Northland Reliability Project - 6/27 Upper Sioux Meeting Follow-up
Attachments: 20230627_NRP_Route_ROW_Centerline_shp.zip

TrackingTracking: Recipient Delivery

Samantha Odegard

Hawkins, Rebecca

Koski, Laura Joreen Delivered: 6/30/2023 1:43 PM

Lesher, Dan GRE/MG

Zach Golkowski (MP)

Walter, Jennifer Delivered: 6/30/2023 1:43 PM

Jim Atkinson (MP)

Hunker, Brian GRE-MG

Hi Samantha,

Thank you for taking time to connect with us earlier this week regarding the Northland Reliability Project. As mentioned
in the meeting, attached are GIS shapefiles of the Proposed Route, Proposed Right of Way, and Proposed Centerline for
the Project. This the area we are including in the Route Permit application we are preparing for submittal to the MN
Public Utilities Commission. As previously mentioned, the route width is typically wider than the right of way to provide
flexibility to address engineering, human (landowner preferences), and environmental concerns that arise after the
permit has been issued.

We will follow up soon re: dates and details for the windshield survey in August.

Best,
Jenny

Jennifer Bring 
Environmental Section Manager MN/WI 
Senior Environmental Scientist/Project Manager 

HDR  
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